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METHODS AND APPARATUSES FOR MEASURING TRANSMISSION QUALITY OF 

MULTIMEDIA DATA 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to methods and apparatuses for measuring transmission quality 
of multimedia which allow transmission quality to be measured at the transmitter that transmits 
the multimedia data. 

Background Art 

Currently, as multimedia transmission services, such as VOD (video on demand) or video 
phones, are becoming widely available, monitoring transmission quality, which has traditionally been 
performed on a receiver in order to detect errors of transmitted multimedia data, is becoming an 
important issue. Particularly, in multimedia data service through wireless communication channels 
which have high error occurrence rates, it is important to control errors by monitoring transmission 
quality in order to provide reliable picture transmission service. 

In wireless communications, the degrees of distortion and error occurrence in received 
multimedia data vary depending on the location of a receiver. When the transmission quality of 
multimedia data is not satisfactory at a receiver, customers may be unsatisfied and it is meaningless to 
continue transmitting such low-quality multimedia data through a noisy channel. Therefore, when a 
transmitter transmits multimedia data, it is necessary to take proper measures for improving 
transmission reliability. 

Video quality monitoring methods include a FR (full-reference) method, a RR (reduced- 
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reference) method, and a NR (noreference) method. 

The full-reference method is known as the most accurate method for measuring video 
quality because it uses both reference (source) video and processed video sequences. However, since 
the full-reference method requires the reference video, its application area is limited 

In the reduced-reference method, a set of parameters are extracted from a reference video 
sequence and the set of extracted parameters is transmitted to a receiver along with video data At the 
receiver, another set of parameters is extracted from the received video data and video quality is 
measured by comparing the two sets of parameters. However, a disadvantage of the reduced- 
reference method is that an additional bandwidth is required for a downlink channel since additional 
parameters must be transmitted. 

The NR (no-reference) method is used to estimate video quality by analyzing a bit stream 
contained in MPEG-2 TS (Moving Picture Experts Group-2 Transport Stream). Since, in the no- 
reference method, video quality is measured by using only decoded processed video sequences 
without any information on reference video sequences, a disadvantage of the no-reference method is 
that the accuracy of this method is poor compared to accuracy of the other methods. 

Meanwhile, bandwidths are a very important resource in communication systems. In 
particular, since the bandwidth is limited and expensive in wireless communication systems, it is 
necessary to minimize additional bandwidths required for monitoring video quality at a receiver. 

Although a receiver may measure video quality using a no-reference method in order to 
minimize additional bandwidth, it is very difficult and inaccurate because the method does not use the 
reference video sequence. On the other hand, a reduced-reference method has a limitation in that an 
additional bandwidth is needed. 

Furthermore, in order to measure errors occurring during transmission at the receiver, 

information on the reference video sequence is needed, thus consuming a channel resource. 
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Disclosure of the Invention 

Accordingly, the present invention solves the aforementioned problems occurring in the 
prior art. An object of the present invention is to provide methods and apparatus that measure 
transmission quality of multimedia data without consuming additional downlink channel resources. 

In order to accomplish the object, the present invention provides methods of measuring 
transmission quality of multimedia data, including the steps of (a) a transmitter transmitting 
multimedia data through a channel; (b) a receiver, which has received the multimedia data from the 
transmitter, transmitting information on errors occurring during the transmission of the multimedia 
data to the transmitter through a return channel; (c) the transmitter estimating the received data at the 
receiver using the error information sent to the transmitter, and (d) the transmitter measuring the 
transmission quality of the received data by comparing the estimated received data with the reference 
data. 

The method of measuring transmission quality may further include the step of (e) selectively 
maintaining or changing a transmission state of multimedia data through the channel depending on 
the result of transmission quality evaluation 

In addition, in order to accomplish the aforementioned object, the present invention provides 
an APPARATUSES FOR measuring transmission quality of multimedia data, which includes a 
transmitter transmitting multimedia data through a channel; and a receiver receiving the multimedia 
data, detecting errors, which occur during the channel transmission, from the multimedia data, and 
transmitting the information on the detected errors to the transmitter through a return channel. 

The transmitter may include an encoding unit encoding source multimedia data; an 

estimation unit estimating the received data received at the receiver using the error information sent 

by the receiver, and an evaluation unit evaluating the transmission quality of the received data by 
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comparing the estimated received data with the reference data. 

Furthermore, the transmitter may further include a control unit for selectively maintaining or 
changing a transmission state of multimedia data through the channel depending on the result of 
transmission quality evaluation 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

The aforementioned and other objects, features and other advantages of the present 
invention will be more clearly understood from the following detailed description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a flowchart which illustrates a video transmission method that controls 
transmission errors according to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram which illustrates an encoder on the transmitter and a decoder on 
the receiver in a digital communication system; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram which illustrates a video quality evaluation unit included in the 
transmitter according to the present invention; 

FIGS. 4 and 5 are embodiment examples of the unit shown in FIG. 3; and 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram which illustrates a most preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

The construction and operation of methods and apparatuses for measuring transmission 

quality of multimedia data according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention are 
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described below in details with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

In the present invention, transmitted multimedia data include video data, audio data, and text 
data. Preferred embodiments described below are illustrated mainly for transmission of video data 
which are one of the multimedia data types. It is noted that those skilled in the art can easily extend 
5 the idea and teaching of the quality measurement of video data described below to transmission 
quality measurements of audio and text data in a similar manner. 

FIG. 1 is a flowchart which illustrates a video transmission method that controls 
transmission errors according to the present invention. 

As shown in FIG. 1, in the method for measuring transmission quality of video according to 
10 the present invention, which is performed through downlink (D/L) and return (U/L) channels 
between a transmitter 10 and a receiver 1 1, the transmitter 10 transmits video through the channel 
(step S10). Having received the video transmitted through the channel, the receiver 11 transmits 
information on errors, which occurs during transmission, to the transmitter 10 through the return 
channel (step SI 2). 

15 Furthermore, the method may be implemented in such a way that error information is sent 

only when an error is actually detected In addition, the receiver 1 1 may also compensate errors using 
an error concealment technique. In this case, the error information sent to the transmitter 10 also 
includes information on the error concealment technique. 

In addition, the receiver 1 1 may extract a set of parameters, which can be used for video 

20 quality assessment at the transmitter 10, from the video segment affected by errors and send the 
parameters, which a reduced-reference method uses, to the transmitter 10 along with error 
information. Then, the transmitter 10 can measure the video quality of the video segment affected by 
errors using a reduced-reference method 

Next, the transmitter 10 estimates the received video at the receiver 11 using the error 
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information (step SI 4). The received video can be estimated using the returned error information and 
the transmitted video. 

It is noted that all the information on the decoder at the receiver 20 is available at the 
transmitter 10. In other words, the transmitter has information on the decoder type at the receiver 20, 
post-processing techniques used at the receiver 20, etc. In certain applications, the receiver 20 can 
send this information to the transmitter 1 0 at the beginning of communication. 

Then, the transmitter 10 measures the video quality of the received video by comparing the 
estimated received video and the reference video (step SI 6), and either maintains or changes the 
transmission state depending on the result of video quality measurement (step S 1 8). 

The video quality measurement method which can be used at step S16 includes a full- 
reference method, a reduced-reference method, and a no-reference method. 

The full-reference method is the most accurate method for measuring video quality because 
it uses both reference (source) video and processed video sequences. The reduced-reference method 
measures transmission quality by comparing a set of parameters extracted from the reference video 
sequence with a set of parameters extracted from the processed video sequence. The no-reference 
method measures transmission quality using only a processed video sequence without using the 
reference video sequence and can be used to estimate video quality by analyzing a bit stream 
contained in an MPEG-2 TS. 

Thus, the full-reference model can be used when source videos are available at the 

transmitter. When source videos are not available at the transmitter, a reduced-reference model can be 

used if the required set of parameters is available. This method is preferable when compressed video 

data and parameter data, which are extracted from source videos, are available at the transmitter. The 

no-reference model is used when neither source videos nor parameter data are available. However, it 

is noted that in most cases, compressed video data are available at the transmitter. Thus, if a 

6 



WO 2005/074175 



PCT7KR2005/000254 



compressed video is used as a reference video, a full-reference method can be used 

The present invention does not waste downlink channel resources since transmission quality 
is measured at the transmitter. In other words, regardless of the choice of the full-reference, reduced- 
reference and no-reference methods as a transmission quality measurement method, the present 
invention does not waste the downlink channel bandwidth for transmission quality measurement 

On the other hand, errors, which may occur in digital communications, include packet loss, 
bit errors, time delay, jitter, and so forth. Thus, in digital communications, if no errors occur during the 
transmission process, the transmission quality of the processed video at the receiver 11 is the same as 
that of the transmitted video at the transmitter 10. Furthermore, if the receiver 11 notifies the 
transmitter 10 that no error has occurred or if there is no returned error message, the transmitter 
recognizes that the transmission quality of the processed video in the receiver 1 1 is the same as that of 
the transmitted video from the transmitter 10. 

In order to change the transmission state at step S18, at least one of the operations of 
terminating video transmission, increasing the downlink channel bandwidth for video transmission, 
applying an error correction technique, and switching to another CODEC robust against channel 
errors may be performed 

Generally, in digital communications, video data are compressed by an encoder and then 
transmitted in a digital format FIG. 2 is a block diagram which illustrates an encoder on the 
transmitter and a decoder on the receiver in a digital communication system. 

As shown in FIG. 2, the source video IN is compressed by an encoding unit 22 of a 
transmitter 20 and then transmitted as encoded video 23 through a communication channel 24. 

In this case, the data 23, which is compressed is and transmitted, called as transmitted 

compressed video data (in the case of multimedia, as transmitted compressed multimedia data), and 

the data 25, which is transmitted through the communication channel 24 and received by the receiver 
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is called as received compressed video data (in the case of multimedia, received compressed 
multimedia data). If no error has occurred in the communication channel 24, the transmitted 
compressed video data 23 and the received compressed video data 25 are identical. The video, which 
can be obtained by decoding the transmitted compressed video data at the transmitter, is referred to as 
transmitted video. 

Similarly, the video obtained by decoding the received compressed video data is referred to 
as received video. If no error has occurred during the transmission, the transmitted video and the 
received video are identical in digital communications. 

The communication channel 24 can be a wired transmission medium which physically 
connects the transmitter 20 to the receiver 21 and/or a wireless transmission medium. The wired 
transmission medium may be implemented by using a twisted pair, a coaxial cable, or an optical fiber. 
Furthermore, the communication channel 24 may include a repeater, a router, and/or a gateway 
depending on a communication distance and a network structure. 

The signal 25, which experienced attenuation and distortion while the video was transmitted 
through the communication channel 24, is inputted to the receiver 21. When the video is played at the 
receiver, the attenuation and distortion may cause errors. In this case, the error occurrence frequency 
can be represented by a BER (bit error rate). 

The communication channel 24 may be constructed using various transmission media that 
range from a high reliability medium having a low BER, such as the optical fiber, to a low reliability 
medium having a high BER, such as wireless transmission. In the case of wireless communication 
having a high BER, it is important to improve the reliability of communication service through error 
controls. 

A decoding unit 26, which is included in the receiver 21, decodes the received compressed 

video data 25 and outputs the received video OUT. In order to minimize video degradation, which 
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has occurred in the communication channel 24, the decoding unit 26 may use .an error concealment 
technique during the decoding process to compensate errors. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an apparatus, which is included in the transmitter, for 
measuring the transmission quality of video according to a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

In the transmitter, a received video estimation unit 30 at the transmitter estimates the 
received video using the error information IN31 and the transmitted video IN32. As described 
previously, the transmitted video IN32 is obtained by decoding the transmitted compressed video 
data It is assumed that all necessary information on the CODEC and its parameters are available to 
the received video estimation unit 30. It is noted that the received video estimation unit 30 may 
estimate the received video using the error information IN31 and the transmitted compressed video 
data. Thus, it should be understood that the compressed video generation unit and the received video 
estimation unit 30 belong to an apparatus and share all necessary information. 

The video quality evaluation unit 31 compares the estimated received video 33 with the 
reference video IN33 to measure the transmission video quality of the received video containing 
errors. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 are embodiments of the apparatus shown in FIG. 3. 

First, the received video estimation unit 40 of FIG. 4 estimates the received video received 
by the receiver using the transmitted video 44, which a compressed video generation unit 42 
generates using the source video IN42, and the error information IN41, which is returned from the 
receiver. 

It is noted that the compressed video generation unit 42 and the received video estimation 

unit 40 are parts of an apparatus and share all necessary information such as information on the 
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CODEC and its parameters. In this sense, the received video estimation unit 40 may also use the 
transmitted compressed video data and the error information to estimate the received video. 

The video quality evaluation unit 41 compares the estimated received video 43 with the 
source video IN42 to estimate the video quality of the received video containing errors. In this case, 
the compressed video generation unit 42 may be implemented by connecting an encoder and a 
decoder. It is also noted that the compressed video generation unit 42 can be viewed as a part of the 
received video estimation unit 40. 

Meanwhile, the received video estimation unit 50 of FIG. 5 produces the estimated received 
video 53 using the error information IN51 which is transferred from the receiver and the transmitted 
video 54. 

The video quality evaluation unit 51 compares the estimated received video 53 with the 
transmitted video 54 to estimate the video quality of the received video containing errors. In this case, 
the compressed video generation unit 52 may be implemented by connecting an encoder and a 
decoder. 

The embodiment of Fig. 5 can be used when the source video is not available at the 
transmitter. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a video transmission system according to the most 
preferred embodiment of the present invention 

A transmitter 60 includes an encoding unit 600, a decoding unit 602, a selection unit 604, a 
received video estimation unit 606, a video quality evaluation unit 608 and a control unit 610. A 
receiver 61 includes a decoding unit 620 and an error detection unit 622. 

The encoding unit 600 generates encoded video data by compressing a source video IN and 

the decoding unit 602 generates a transmitted video 6 1 6 by decoding the encoded video data. 
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The received video estimation unit 606 estimates the received video at the receiver using 
error information 618 and the transmitted video 616. In this case, the received video estimation unit 
606 may include memory of a predetermined size to perform temporal alignment between the error 
information 618 and the transmitted video 616. It is also noted that the compressed video generation 
5 unit and the received video estimation unit 606 are parts of an apparatus and share all necessary 
information such as information on the CODEC and its parameters. 

Furthermore, the selection unit 604 selects either the transmitted video 616 outputted from 
the decoding unit 602 or the source video IN inputted to the transmitter 60, and outputs it to the video 
1 0 quality evaluation unit 608 as a reference video 614 that will be used for video quality evaluation. 

The selection unit 604 may include a memory of a predetermined size to synchronize the 
reference video 614 and the estimated received video 612. In this case, the video quality evaluation 
unit 608 receives the reference video 614 for video quality evaluation and the estimated received 
video 612, which are temporally aligned. 
15 The video quality evaluation unit 608 compares the estimated received video 612 with the 

reference video 614 to measure the video quality of the received video, which is transmitted with 
transmission errors. In this case, any one of a full-reference method, a reduced-reference method, and 
a no-reference method may be used as a method of video quality measurement 

In case that a no-reference method are used, when the transmitter 60 transmits multimedia 
20 data through a channel, the receiver 61 detects errors, which occurs in the channel, from the 
multimedia data, and extracts a set of parameters from a video segment which are affected by the 
errors the transmitter 60 through a return channel. 

And then, the video quality evaluation unit 608 evaluates the transmission quality of the 
received data by using the set of parameters and reference data. 
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The transmitter 60 may maintain or change the current video transmission state through the 
channel depending on the evaluation result 626 of the video quality evaluation unit 608. As a possible 
action, at least one of the operations of terminating video transmission, increasing the channel 
bandwidth, applying an error correction technique, and switching to another CODEC robust against 
channel errors may be performed 

For the purpose of controlling video transmission, the transmitter 60 may further include the 
control unit 610. The control unit 610 may terminate video transmission or increase the channel 
bandwidth as a changing action. 

Furthermore, depending on the evaluation result 626, the encoding unit 600 may apply an 
error correction technique or switch to another CODEC which is robust against channel errors, thus 
improving the reliability of video transmission and preventing bandwidth waste. 

The decoding unit 620, which is included in the receiver 61, decodes the encoded video 
which is transmitted through a downlink channel 62. 

The error detection unit 622, which is included in the receiver 61, detects errors in the 
received compressed video data, and the information on the errors detected by the error detection unit 
622 is transmitted to the transmitter 60 through a return channel 63. The error information may 
include information on packet loss, bit errors, jitter, delay, etc. Since the error information is returned 
only when errors are detected and the bandwidth required to return the error information is small, the 
consumption of the return channel resource can be minimized. 

Meanwhile, the decoding unit 620 may include means for error concealment. When several 

blocks of a video are lost at the receiver due to the occurrence of packet loss or bit errors, an error 

concealment technique may partly reconstruct lost blocks from the pixels of adjacent frames. In this 

case, the returned error information 618 should include information on the error concealment 

technique which is used in the decoding unit 620 of the receiver 6 1 . 
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The method of measuring transmission quality of multimedia data according to the present 
invention may be implemented as computer-readable code stored in a computer-readable recording 
medium. The computer-readable recording medium includes all kinds of recording devices in which 
programs or data, which can be read by a computer system, are stored. 

For example, the computer-readable recording medium includes a ROM (Read-Only 
Memory), a RAM (Random Access Memory), a CD(Compact Disk)-ROM, a magnetic tape, a hard 
disk, a floppy disk, flash memory, and an optical data storage device. The computer-readable code 
stored in a recording medium refers to a series of instructions The program stored in the recording 
medium refers to one thai is represented by a series of instructions directly or indirectly used in an 
apparatus having information processing capability, such as a computer, in order to obtain a 
predetermined result. Accordingly, the terminology, computer, is used to collectively refer to 
apparatuses that are equipped with memory, input and output devices, and operation device, and have 
information processing capability to perform specific functions using programs regardless of the 
names thereof Furthermore, the method of measuring transmission quality of multimedia data 
according to the present invention may be written using a schematic or a VHDL(Very High speed 
integrated circuits Description Language), and may be implemented using a programmable integrated 
circuit connected to a computer such as a FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array). Furthermore, the 
concept of the recording medium includes programmable integrated circuits or an ASIC (Application 
Specific Integrated Circuit). 

Industrial Applicability 

As described previously, in accordance with the present invention, the methods and 

apparatuses for measuring transmission quality according to the present invention can improve the 
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reliability of multimedia data transmission since the transmitter can perform quality measurement of 
multimedia data and adoptively change the current transmission state. Furthermore, an advantage of 
the present invention is that a transmission service provider can monitor users' service states using 
evaluation results and use it as a part of service contracts. 

Furthermore, since the quality evaluation of transmitted data is not performed at the receiver, 
the transmitter does not need to transmit parameter data for quality evaluation to the receiver and the 
additional bandwidth resource of the downlink channel needed for quality measurement of 
transmitted data is not consumed. 

Since the present invention may be implemented in some other forms by those skilled in the 
art without departing from the technical ideas or essential characteristics thereof) it should be 
understood that the previously-described embodiments are illustrative and not restrictive from all the 
aspects. The scope of the present invention is defined by the following claims rather than the detailed 
descriptions and it should be understood that any modifications and variations derived from the 
claims and the equivalents thereof are all included in the scope of the present invention. 
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